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July 4, 2008

Dear United States Congresspersons,

Our organization, The Investigation Commission on Missing Japanese Probably
Related to North Korea(COMJAN),based in Japan, completely independent, aims at
rescuing Japanese people abducted by North Korea and improving North Korean
human right violations such as political concentration camps and cruel treatments of
North Korean defectors.

Japan was considerably shocked to know that the President George W. Bush notified
the Congress of his decision to remove North Korea from the list of terrorism
sponsoring states, which we believe contains the following three critical problems.
We respect you because the United States shares the values of freedom and
democracy with Japan and you are the driving force to realize it. That is why we
solicit your reconsideration of this matter.

1. Decision against Freedom and Democracy

Needless to say, North Korea is one of the worst countries in terms of human rights
violations. There is no freedom of speech; one percent of the population is detained
in concentration camps as political prisoners. At least over ten percents of the
population have died of starvation due to the misguided policy of the regime and
sickness also caused by that for the last decade. North Korea is the only country
where people starve to death without any civil war in the 21st century. As many as
200,000 people are said to have escaped to China causing serious human right
issues.

All of the human right violations attributes to the Kim Jong-ill dictatorship.



Nevertheless, the United States decision may help the tyranny prolong its life. We
would have to say that it has turned most of North Koreans expectation for your
country to disappointment although they really crave for emancipation from the
current status.

2. Damage to the Japan-United States Alliance

The United States intends only to make progress on the nuclear issues by deciding
to remove North Korea from terrorist list. However, will the regime abandon the
nuclear actually, which is its only and most powerful diplomatic card? We are
concerned that the United States administration might repeat the same mistake just
as the Geneva Framework Agreement did during the nuclear crisis in 1994.

Japan is the sole country that has ever experienced the tragedy of the atomic
bombings. Still now, 63 years after that, Hiroshima and Nagasaki victims are
suffering from the aftereffects. In Japanese eyes, the United States decision this
time would be nothing but aggravating of nuclear risk to Japan, whose nuclear
deterrence totally depends on the United States.

It is obvious that the listing of North Korea as a terrorism sponsoring state has been
enormous diplomatic pressure on that country in solving the abduction issues. All
the more, we are afraid that this decision would damage the alliance that has been
built on firm trust between Japan and the United States.

3. Disappointment of Abductees and Their Families

In April 2006, President George W. Bush had the kindness to meet Mrs. Sakie Yokota,
the mother of a Japanese abductee Megumi Yokota, a girl who was kidnapped by
North Korean agents at the age of 13. You could imagine how much this event
heartened not only the families of abductees but also all the Japanese people. After
the meeting, the president stated, "'l have just had one of the most moving
meetings since | came in the White House. It is hard to believe that a state would
approve abduction. It's difficult for us to imagine that a leader of any country would
encourage the abduction of a young child. "

Sakie Yokota, a christian mother of Megumi still trusts the remark made by the
christian president. We hope from the bottom of our heart that the president could
carry out what he said to the mother.



Of course, we do not mean that we are asking the United States government for
solving the abduction issues because we know that the Japanese government and
people should settle them by ourselves. Furthermore, we understand that the
priority of United States policies is decided by United States people and the priorily
of your policies would be the nuclear over the abduction issues.

However, the decision this time would run counter to the way for the settlement of
the nuclear issues, and goes against the principles of freedom and democracy, which
the United States has been promoting.

We sincerely wish that you woould kindly join our campaign and reconsider the
decision so that both abductees and 20 million North Korean people in distress
would be able to enjoy freedom sooner.?

Sincerely yours,

Kazuhiro ARAKI

Chairman

COMJAN

Professor, Institute of Foreign Affairs, Takushoku University, Japan

Advocates:

- Hidemi AOKI, Fukuoka Association for The Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by North
Korea

- Hideo MATSUO, Ibaraki Association for The Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by North
Korea

- Hideyuki KAWAZOE, Kanagawa Association for The Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped
by North Korea

- Hiroko KAWAMURA, Tokyo Blue Ribbon Association

- Hitoshi SHIMIZU, The group for Yamamoto Miho

- Housei KITAMURA, Nagasaki Network for The Rescue of Abductees.

- Kazuhiro MORITA, Kochi Association for The Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by
North Korea

- Makoto KONDO, SAKURA SUPPORTERS

- Masaharu MUTO, Saitama Shiokaze Association

- Masaru MORITA, Mie Association for The Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by North
Korea

- Masatoshi SASSA, Reserve Blue Ribbon Association



- Minoru NAKAMURA, Chiba Association for The Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by
North Korea

- Saori MATSUDA, Study circle of all cases of abdution

- Tadae TAKUBO, Congress of Democratic Socialists for Human Rights

- Tetsuo ANDO, Miyagi Association for The Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by North
Korea

- Toshie OHNO, Gunma Prefectures volunteers organization supporting for The
family of Yokota Megumi San ,abducted by North Korea, and for all The same
condition,s Familys

- Yoshiyasu MATSUMURA, Akita?Branch,Akita Pref. Association for The Rescue of
Japanese Kidnapped by North Korea

- Yuzo ITOHDA, Oita Association for The Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by North
Korea

Investigation Commission on Missing Japanese Probably Related to North Korea
(COMJAN)

2-3-8-401 Koraku, Bunkyo Ward, Tokyo 112-0004, Japan
TEL: 81-3-5684-5058 FAX: 81-3-5684-5059

Website: http://www.chosa-kai.jp/indexeng.htm
E-mail:chosakai@circus.ocn.ne.jp
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