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A Japanese group also conducts approximately one hour of shortwave broadcasts to North Korea

each day. The Special Envoy has welcomed and supported the increase in this activity.
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CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY WORLDWIDE
Embargo: 09:00hrs, Tuesday 19 June 2007

DEFECTORS TO ATTEND LAUNCH OF NEW REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL CRIMES IN
NORTH KOREA

09:00hrs, Tuesday 19 June 2007

Foreign Press Association, 11 Carlton House Terrace, London, SW1Y 5AJ

Copies of the Report and Continental Breakfast will be available from 08:00hrs

A report accusing North Korea of international crimes including crimes against humanity will be
launched at a breakfast press conference on Tuesday 19 June 2007. North Korean defectors with
firsthand experience of the horrors of life in the North Korean gulag,including a former guard
who worked at four of the political prison camps, will be at the launch.

Christian Solidarity Worldwide” s report, North Korea: A Case to Answer - A Call to Act,

concludes that the human rights abuses taking place in North Korea are so grave that they fall

within the definition of crimes against humanity.
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The crimes against humanity identified in the report include murder, extermination,
enslavement/forced labour, forcible transfer of population, arbitrary imprisonment, torture,
persecution and enforced disappearance of persons. It is also possible that the crime against
humanity of rape and sexual violence is being committed. The analysis focuses primarily on the

extensive political prisoncamp system where 200,000 people are believed to be held.

The report also identifies that there are indicators of genocide against religious groups, specifically
Christians, implemented in particular in the 50s and 60s when there were still significant numbers

of religious believers living in North Korea.

The report has been written by international lawyers and provides extensive testimonies and
quotes from North Koreans. It represents the culmination of sevenyears of research and draws

heavily on interviews and consultations with over 80 North Korean defectors.

The launch will come just after the reformed UN Human Rights Council (HRC) decides whether
to abolish country specific human rights mandates, including the only UN mandate on human
rights in North Korea. A decision is expected to be reached in Geneva as the HRC concludes its
fifth session on Monday 18 June. In light of the seriousness of the abuses and crimes taking place
in North Korea, the report calls for the UN and member States to robustly address the situation in

North Korea, in particular by establishing a UN commission of inquiry.

For more information, to arrange interviews with the writers of the report and the North Korean
defectors and to confirm your attendance at the launch, please contact Penny Hollings, Campaigns
and Media Manager at Christian Solidarity Worldwide on 020 8329 0045,email

pennyhollings@csw.org.uk or visit www.csw.org.uk

Notes to Editors:

1.For more information about the Foreign Press Association in London, and directions to the
venue, please visit their website at www.foreign-press.org.uk

2.For a map indicating the location of the Foreign Press Association, please follow the link below:
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/newmap.srf?

3.The North Korean defectors will be accompanied by a translator.
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